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Abandonment and Divorce in the Cherokee Nation

In his Cherokee Lineages, James R. Hicks Jr. explains that Lucy Dial and a man
named Riley had Minnie Viola Riley (born in November 1879) and Rebecca
Elnora Riley (born in January 1883). Lucy then started a new family with Burt
Cole, and their first child was born in December 1887. Evidence of the Riley
partnership comes from the children’s surname and Lucy’s appearance on the
1880 Cherokee Nation Census as Lucy Riley.!

In September 1883 Lucy found herself in a predicament, considering her
husband had abandoned her and had two other wives from whom he had not
obtained legal divorces. “Miss Lucy Dial” wrote to Dennis Bushyhead, Principal
Chief of the Cherokee Nation, to clarify whether she needed to obtain a divorce
from her first husband (Riley) before marrying another man (likely Cole).? The
collection contains no other papers pertaining to this situation.

Maysville;,) Benton Coy.
Ark[.|
Sep 24 1883

Mr. Busheead

Sir I was requested
To ask you this question | If a cherrokee
Girl marries a non citizen having two wives
living and [he has] no divorce from them,,; has
she got to have a divorse before marrying
eny more. does the law require a divorse
or not[?] I want to knowy, that is;, if the man
leaves the Girl without a causey.| please
answer me rite rite [sic] a way [as] soon as [you have] received

this and Oblige me

Miss Lucy Dial
of [?]attie prairrie C[h]errokee
Nation

—Contributed by Paul K. Graham, AG, CG
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